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Years before the Arlberg line was contemplated, how-
ever, some distinctly noteworthy achievements in engineer-
ing had been placed on record by the establishment of
railway communication between Vienna and Trieste on
the Adriatic Sea. Certainly the line did not follow the
shortest route between these two points, but it must be
borne in mind that it was undertaken in the early 'forties,
when Great Britain, "the home of the railway/5 only
possessed some 840 miles of line, and railway engineering
was quite in its infancy. It is little wonder, therefore,
that the engineers of the project in this wild corner of
Europe followed a circuitous path, to avoid fearsome
obstacles as far as practicable. They resorted to sharp
curves and heavy banks, and the line doubled and re-
doubled in the most amazing manner. Bridges and tunnels
were introduced very freely, some of the viaducts spanning
deep clefts on the mountain flanks being very lofty.
By the most direct route of this system the journey from
the Austrian capital to Trieste occupies nine hours. In
that journey, comparatively no longer than that entailed
in speeding over the greater distance separating London
from Edinburgh, one passes through four distinct expanses
of scenery. Vienna nestles in a broad valley flanked on all
sides by the towering snow-topped Alps. The line, upon
leaving the capital, first traverses the undulating foot-hills,
then wends its way through the mountains to gain the
richly wooded, verdant and beautiful country of Styria,
and finally passes over a vast stretch of wilderness to
descend abruptly to the coast.
In forging this link in the railway chain the engineers
had to overcome the Semmering range, which is amongst
the most tumbled in the whole of the Austrian Alps. How
did they do it? By following the natural facilities open to
them : a ledge here, a gallery there; passing from this
slope to that by a viaduct or bridge; zigzagging up the
mountain slopes; tunnelling through rocky eminences;
following winding paths for miles merely to gain points
only a mile or two apart in a straight line. No doubt if that